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the coast, travelled twenty miles up the country and stopped in an un-
frequented wild place; where, by gathering sticks, he made every day a
fagot, which he sent his disciple, whose name was Zanan, to sell at the
next village, in order to buy a little bread. Hesychius, the saint's beloved
disciple, had sought him in the East and through Greece when, at Methone,
now called Modon, in Peloponnesus, he heard that a prophet had appeared
in Sicily who wrought many miracles. He embarked and arrived at
Pachynus; and inquiring for the holy man at the first village, found that
everybody knew him; he was not more distinguished by his miracles than
by his disinterestedness; for he could never be prevailed upon to take
anything, not so much as a morsel of bread, from anyone.

St Hilarion was desirous to go into some strange country, where not
even his language should be understood. Hesychius therefore carried him
to Epidaurus in Dalmatia, now Old Ragusa, the ruins of which city are
seen near the present capital of the republic of that name. Miracles here
again defeated the saint's design of living unknown. St Hilarion, seeing
it impossible to live there unknown, fled away in the night in a small vessel
to the island of Cyprus. Being arrived there, he retired to a place two miles
from Paphos. He had not been there three weeks when such as were
possessed with devils in any part of the island began to cry out that Hilarion,
the servant of Jesus Christ, was come. He expelled the evil spirits, but,
sighing after the tranquillity of closer retirement, considered how he could
make his escape to some other country; but the inhabitants watched him
that he might not leave them. After two years Hesychius persuaded him
to lay aside that design and retire to a solitary place which he had found
twelve miles from the shore, not unpleasantly situated among very rough
and craggy mountains, where there was water with fruit-trees, which advice
the saint followed, but he never tasted the fruit. St Jerom mentions that
though he lived so many years in Palestine, he never went up to visit the
holy places at Jerusalem but once; and then stayed only one day in that
city. He went once that he might not seem to despise that devotion; but
did not go oftener, lest he should seem persuaded that God or his religious
worship is confined to any particular place. His chief reason, doubtless,
was to shun the distractions of populous places that as much as possible
nothing might interrupt the close union of his soul to God. The saint,
in the eightieth year of his age, whilst Hesychius was absent, wrote him
a short letter with his own hand in the nature of a last will and testament,
in which he bequeathed to him all his riches, namely, his book of the
gospels, his sackcloth, hood, and little cloak. Many pious persons came
from Paphos to see him in his last sickness, hearing he had foretold that
he was to go to our Lord. With them there came a holy woman named
Constantia, whose son-in-law and daughter he had freed from death by
anointing them with oil. He caused them to swear that as soon as he should